
Minutes of the 

GILLESPIE COUNTY AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 

Monday, July 20, 2020 

Zoom Meeting 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: STAFF PRESENT: GUESTS PRESENT: 

Mike Roberts Tony Lombardi, Manager Courtney Walker 

David Smith Dennis Neffendorf Ethan Crane 

Gary Stehling Bobby Watson Ryan Majors 

Bob Hickerson   

Judie Mooney, EAA Rep   

Steve Allen   

Tim Lehmberg   

Absent  

   

   

 

     

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:31 PM by the Chairman, Mike Roberts 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

First item of the meeting was the introduction of the recent EAA Scholarship winner, Ryan Majors. Judie 

Mooney discussed the details about the scholarship before handing it off to Ryan. He briefed the board on his 

background and his future plans. 

 

Next, Courtney Walker was introduced to the board.  Courtney is the daughter of Dick Estenson and has taken 

over the management of the Rhett Hawk building.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Minutes of the regular Jun 15, 2020 meeting were approved. 

 

AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

 Upcoming Events/Court Actions – The AM reviewed the upcoming events for the airport and the recent 

commissioners court actions.  

 Events: 

o TXDOT Virtual Conference (Aug 18-19).  

o BirdDog – 15-18 Sept (30-50 Aircraft) 

o EAA Airport Day – 3 Oct 

o TX V-tails formation training – 6-8 Nov 

o Aviation Career Day, sponsored by Crosswind-Nov 10
th

  

o Santa Fly-in, sponsored by Crosswind – 19 Dec 

 Court Action – 2 items - Commissioners Court approved the renewal of the 3-year AWOS 

maintenance contract and the land use agreement with the TFS. 

 The County T hangars occupancy update.  The AM stated that we are 100% full…waiting list is at 21 



NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Water and fire hydrant project – The AM presented the board with a 4-phase project to get the north end 

of the airport up to fire code.  The AM wants to use CARES act funds and RAMP funds to complete the 

projects.  Phase I was completed last year with help from the TFS. It was the installation of the water 

line and fire hydrant at the TFS ramp.  Phase II is the completion of the water line loop from the TFS 

fire hydrant to Tivydale road. It also includes a fire hydrant on northside of the Carruth Hangar. Phase 

III is the installation for 3 additional fire hydrants around the hangars on the north end, and finally, 

phase IV is the installation of a fire hydrant near the new business ramp. 

o The board approved the 4-phase concept, and unanimously recommended getting 

Commissioners Court’s approval for phase II once CARES ACT funds are available. 

OLD BUSINESS.  

 CIP phase II update.  The AM told the board that TXDOT has not agreed to the fee schedule with 

Garver, so no movement has occurred 

 Airport Zoning. No update was provided at the AAB meeting. 

o Update – On Jul 21
st
, the Commissioners recommended Dennis Neffendorf and Bob Hickerson 

as the County appointees.  The appointment and oath will occur at the July 27
th

 Commissioners 

Court meeting. 

 RAMP Projects – The AM gave an update on the approved/future projects: 

o Fence update – The fence material has arrived, but they are waiting for utility lines to be marked 

before starting the installation. 

o North T-Hangar Pavement Project – The crack seal and slurry was completed on Jun 26
th

, and 

the repainting of the stripes was done on the 29
th

 of June.  A follow-up crack seal and slurry 

around the Fitz hangar was conduct on July 8
th

 to correct missed areas. 

o Future project.  The AM presented the board with a list of projects to determine whether the 

board would support in the future.   
 Electricity to front gate at a cost of ~$2K + monthly charge. This would allow for the 

installation of lights on the front sign and lights around the C-47. 

 The board determined that it was not a priority 

 Repainting north ramp strips @ $2K.  During the crack seal project on the north t-hangar 

ramp, some of the painted strips were partially covered with tar. The AM recommended 

waiting until the pavement rehab project was completed in FY 22 because all the strips 

would be repainted at that time. 

 The board unanimously recommended conducting the project now and 

recommended getting Commissioners Court’s approval. 

 Airport Road fog @ $22K. Precinct 3’s superintendent recommended fogging airport 

road to seal the gravel.  He originally planned to provide the service with county crews, 

but due to workload, he asked the AM to get a quote from a private company (Alpha 

Paving). 

 The board supported the project, but the AM wanted to wait for further discussion 

with the County. 

 Fair drive privacy fence. The AM discussed his concerns with the privacy fence along 

fair drive.  In 2000, when the business park was created, the City required the airport to 

install a privacy fence along fair drive to hide the business park. Over the last 20 years, 

the fence has received no attention, and it is starting to show its age.  Pickets are starting 

to break, and the crossbeam are starting to warp. If the AM starts to replace the pickets, 

the fence will become an eyesore.  With that said, the AM received two quotes for the 

fence: one to demo the fence only, and one to replace the pickets, crossbeams and 

brackets 

 Demo only - $12k/Replacement of the pickets, crossbars and brackets- $46K 

 The board supported the project but did not make any recommendations. 



 

REPORTS 

EAA report – Mrs. Mooney discussed a local pilot’s concerns about the crack seal and slurry project. 

Additionally, Mrs. Mooney requested an update on the alternate grass landing area. The AM mentioned that he 

requested an update from the FAA and TXDOT on the 20th but has not received any updates on the approval. 

 

Dave Smith reviewed the June fuel sales and Tim Lehmberg reviewed the sale tax reports for the City and 

County. 

 

Crosswind Update – The AM relayed information from Gwen.  They have conducted several summer camp 

events and several more are planned.  They have a ground school going, and about 6 student pilots flying at this 

time. 

 

TFS Update – The AM relayed for the TFS. The fire season has arrived. A “Type 1” helicopter arrived last 

week, and the TFS expects to have SEATs under contract next week. 

 

ADJOURNMENT (2:30 pm) and next our next meeting is Aug 17th.  

 

 

 

 

 

Note: all minutes are available on the airport website (http://www.gillespiecounty.org/page/airport%20-

%20AAB%20Minutes) 
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